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BEING JESUS’
DISCIPLE

Learning to abide, love, and serve.



THE INVITATION

FROM BELIEVER
TO LEARNER

he name first appears in Antioch,

around the events of Acts 11. Those

outside the body looked at the
followers of Jesus and gave them a label —
Christians. It stuck. Yet the word Jesus chose for

his own was older and plainer: disciple.

It may be time for an adjustment in focus — to
ask honestly whether we are fully cooperating
with God’s plan for his church. Jesus said that
he would build his church, and that we were to
make disciples. Is that what is happening? Are
we busier building the church than making the
disciples who fill it — people made ready for

Jesus to send into his harvest?

The word itself carries the whole invitation. A
disciple is simply a learner — one who keeps
showing up to be taught, corrected, and grown.
That is freeing news for anyone who has ever

felt disqualified.

You do not have to arrive. You only have to
keep learning. The work is not to perform; the

work s to follow.

“ AM A LEARNER,
NOT A FAILURE.”

DISCIPLE - FROM THE LATIN discipulus, ONE WHO LEARNS

BEING JESUS’' DISCIPLE



THE THREE
REQUIREMENTS

We are not used to thinking of Jesus as one who sets requirements. Yet he
does — and to meet them is to prove something true. Three sentences in

John’s Gospel name all three, and each proof has a different audience.

@JI ABIDE PROOF TO JESUS

. ... JOHN 8:31-32
To continue, to live, in his word.

@2 LOVE PROOF TO THE WORLD

JOHN 13 :34-35
To love one another as he loved

us.

@33 SERVE PROOF T0 THE FATHER

To bear fruit by serving God’s U U g

way.

To prove a thing is not to earn it. It is to make visible what is already true —

the way fruit makes a tree’s nature plain.
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THE FIRST REQUIREMENT

ABIDE IN

HIS WORD

To abide is to /ive somewhere. The Greek word
— meno — means to dwell, to remain, to keep
coming back. It is the place where you connect,

where you eat, where you rest.

When two seekers first followed Jesus, their
question was a strange one: where are you
staying? — where do you live? (John 1). God’s

answer for the disciple is quiet and steadying:

your spiritual home is his Word. You are meant

to return to it the way you return to a kitchen

table.

DIVINE EQUIVALENCY

This is the very definition of a disciple — one
who continues in his word. Itis also how we
prove to Jesus — not to the watching world —

that we belong to him.

And itis never static. To continue in the word is
to grow: like newborns craving pure milk so
that we may grow up into salvation (1 Peter 2).

Abiding guarantees increase in his kingdom.

When you are born again you experience Jesus personally and directly. He lives in you by the Holy Spirit,

and that same Spirit guides you into all the truth of the Scriptures. Your access is not a lesser thing than

the experience of the original twelve. It is the same Lord, the same Spirit, the same Word.

FIRST REQUIREMENT - JOHN 8:31-32 - “IF YOU
CONTINUE IN MY WORD, YOU ARE TRULY MY

DISCIPLES.”

ABIDE
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THE SECOND REQUIREMENT

LOVE ONE
ANOTHER

The first requirement faces inward, toward
Jesus. The second faces outward, toward each
other. He gave a new commandment: love one

another the same way he has loved us.

This is not sentiment. It asks that we actually
come to know one another and practice the
“one anothers” scattered all through the New
Testament — bear with, forgive, encourage,

serve, prefer.

AT THE TABLE

And here the audience changes. The way we
prove to the world that we are his disciples is

the love we have for one another.

Put plainly: the internal cohesiveness of the
church is the proof. When the body holds
together in genuine love, the world is given its
clearest evidence that Jesus is who he said he

‘was.

A common aid keeps this love alive — the Lord’s Supper. It is the family meal of the body of Christ. To

take it unworthily is to take it carrying bitterness toward others in that body. To take it well is to come

reconciled.

SECOND REQUIREMENT - JOHN 13:34-35 - “BY THIS ALL
WILL KNOW YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES.”

LOVE
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THE THIRD REQUIREMENT

BEAR FRUIT
BY SERVING

Fruit is never the first step; it is the result.
Bearing fruit is what happens when we serve
others God’s way. Serving is the necessary
lifestyle — the value you live by — that ripens,

in time, into fruit.

You bear fruit as a disciple when your effort
and your ministry create real benefit for
someone else. The fruit grows on another

person’s branch.

TWO MINISTRIES

And then something happens that you did not
engineer: those you served glorify the Father.
That is the desired outcome. When others
praise God on your account, itis proof — proof

to the Father — of increase in his kingdom.

This is how the three proofs complete one
another: to Jesus, to the world, and finally to

the Father himself.

Every disciple is given two ministries, not one: a ministry to other disciples within the body, and a

ministry to the lost world around him. Neither replaces the other. A healthy disciple is at work in both.

THIRD REQUIREMENT - JOHN 15:8 - “BY THIS MY FATHER
IS GLORIFIED, THAT YOU BEAR MUCH FRUIT.”

SERVE
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CHRIST'S DISCIPLES GROW

FIVE STAGES
OF GROWTH

As with the natural, so with the spiritual. Growth is not a mood; it has

definable, discernible stages, and the Scriptures lay them out. A disciple

moves through all five — in order.

SEARCHER

Still seeking — drawn toward the light, not yet born into it.

BABE

Newborn — craving the pure milk of the word in order to grow.

CHILD

Knows the Father — secure in belonging, learning to walk.

YOUNG MAN

Strong — the word abides in him, and he overcomes.

FATHER

Mature — knows Him who is from the beginning, and reproduces life.

EACH STAGE HAS NO STAGE CAN BE SKIPPED

CHALLENGES

There are no shortcuts. Asin

Every stage brings its own tests. natural childhood, skipping a
They are not obstacles to growth stage is disastrous for what comes
— they are the growth. next.

FIVE STAGES OF GROWTH

IT DOES NOT CHANGE

The path holds across every age,
income, education, culture,

people, region, and era.

/ 07



HHHHHHHHH

GOD NEEDS
T'RUE DISCIPLES

His plan for the church age — and especially for the end of the age —
rests on people who will learn, love, and serve. It depends on three

things:

@I[ The church making disciples.
@2 Disciples making disciples.
@3 Jesus sending disciples wherever the Father shows him.

BEGIN WHERE EVERY DISCIPLE
BEGINS — NOT BY ARRIVING, BUT
BY FOLLOWING.



